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portion of the afterbirth. This is done in the hope that the membranes will loosen of their own accord and that the constant pull or dragging of the weight will help to separate the afterbirth from its attachments inside of the womb. This in turn will cause the womb to contract and thus hasten the expulsion of the afterbirth. Some have tried a simple twisting method. This is to tie a stick to the protruding portion of the placenta and wind it up as far as it will go. Then, by careful twisting the afterbirth may be slowly wound up on the stick and ultimately removed. Both of these methods are crude at best and often do not succeed because the afterbirth is likely to be much decomposed and breaks off easily.
The following method is given to aid the farmer who wishes to perform the operation himself, or who cannot secure the services of a veterinarian. The removal should be done within thirty-six hours after calving and before the opening into the womb has had time to close.
First, strip down to the waist. This will prevent soiling the clothes unnecessarily. Wash the arms carefully with soap and water. Trim the finger-nails short and be sure there are no cuts or scratches on the hands or arms. This would be an easy entrance for infection. Grease the right arm with carbolized vaseline, which can be secured from any drug-store. Have some one at hand to hold the cow's tail to keep it out of the way. The operator now grasps the protruding portion of the afterbirth with his left hand. The right hand slides up along the afterbirth on into the vagina and enters the cow. Follow along the placental membrane until the hand enters the opening into the womb or uterus. If this is partially closed and difficult to enter, proceed slowly and introduce two or three fingers at a time until it can be spread open enough to gain entrance. The left hand which holds the placenta will help to keep it stretched tightly and will supply traction as the membranes are loosened with the right hand.
When the right hand is inside of the womb, feel along the